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8:00 – 8:55 

Complimentary Continental 
Breakfast   

9:00 – 9:05 

Welcome Remarks
Dennis Charney, MD, Anne and Joel Ehrenkranz 
Dean, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai; 
President for Academic Affairs, Mount Sinai 
Health System  

9:05-9:15

Opening Remarks 
Joanna Rubinstein, DDS, PhD, President  
and CEO, World Childhood Foundation USA

Angela Diaz, MD, PhD, MPH, Director,  
Mount Sinai Adolescent Health Center

9:20 – 10:10 
PANEL

Early Life Stress and the 
Developing Brain 
Leading experts will discuss the effects  
of stress and trauma on the brains of 
children and adolescents. They will 
present their latest research findings and 
their significance for the development  
of new treatments.

Philip Campbell, PhD, Editor-in-Chief, Nature 
Magazine (Moderator)

Victor Carrion, MD, John A. Turner, M.D. Endowed 
Professor, Vice Chair, Department of Psychiatry 
and Behavioral Sciences, Stanford University

Beatriz Luna, PhD, Staunton Professor of 
Psychiatry and Pediatrics, University of Pittsburgh

Martin Teicher, MD, PhD, Director, 
Developmental Biopsychiatry Research  
Program, McLean Hospital; Associate Professor 
of Psychiatry, Harvard Medical School

10:10 – 11:00
KEYNOTE

What Has Become of Abused 
and Neglected Children?
Research findings surrounding long-term 
consequences of early childhood abuse 
and neglect and its intergenerational 
transmission.

Cathy Spatz Widom, PhD, Distinguished 
Professor, Psychology Department, John Jay 
College of Criminal Justice

11:00 – 11:25
KEYNOTE

Toxic Stress and Brain 
Development
What is the difference between good stress 
and toxic stress? How early life adversity 
and epigenetics play a role in how the brain 
deals with stress and in the progression 
of psychiatric illnesses, such as post-  
traumatic stress disorder and depression.

Bruce McEwen, PhD, Alfred E. Mirsky Professor, 

Rockefeller University

11:25 – 11:50
KEYNOTE

Adverse Childhood Experiences 
(ACEs) Study
A discussion on the background and find-
ings of the ground-breaking ACEs study 
initiative. Learn about the powerful relation-
ship between our emotional experiences  
in childhood and our physical and mental 
health as adults, and why keeping children 
safe from violence and trauma is critical. 

Vincent Felitti, MD, Clinical Professor of 
Medicine, University of California

11:50 – 12:15
KEYNOTE

Developmental Victimology
A presentation of developmental  
victimology, including what motivated  
Dr. Finkelhor to research it, what is  
known today and how it changes 
between childhood and adolescence.

David Finkelhor, PhD, Director, Crimes  
against Children Research Center, University  
of New Hampshire

12:15 – 1:15 

Lunch

1:15 – 1:25 
KEYNOTE

Global Priorities and Opportunities
The new global partnership that helps  
to mobilize political commitment and 
actions to end all forms of violence against 
children. Hear how it builds on the  
Global Agenda 2030, and the Sustainable 
Development Goals framework.

Howard Taylor, PhD, Executive Director, The 
Global Partnership to End Violence Against Children
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1:30 – 2:20 
PANEL 

The Power of Research: 
Developing Scientific Evidence 
for Action
Research leaders will discuss what their 
studies and findings have meant for each 
other’s work, existing gaps and opportu-
nities, and how to harness the research  
to ensure it informs practice and makes a 
difference in children’s lives. 

René Kahn, MD, PhD, Chairman, Department 
of Psychiatry, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount 
Sinai (Moderator)

Vincent Felitti, MD, Clinical Professor of 
Medicine, University of California 

David Finkelhor, PhD, Director, Crimes against 
Children Research Center, University of New 
Hampshire  

Bruce McEwen, PhD, Alfred E. Mirsky Professor, 
Rockefeller University 

2:20 – 3:10 
PANEL

Violence Against Children and 
the Global Agenda 2030
Governments around the world have 
committed to the Global Agenda 2030 
and the Sustainable Development  
Goals. Policy experts, researchers and 
practitioners will discuss what this means 
for safeguarding children, making sure  
no child is left behind, and to what  
extent violence against children is on  
the global agenda.

Joanna Rubinstein, DDS, PhD, President and 
CEO, World Childhood Foundation USA (Moderator)

Andrew Claypole, Senior Advisor, Office of the 
Special Representative of the Secretary-General 
on Violence against Children, United Nations

Hans Forssberg, HF Professor, Karolinska 
Institutet, Sweden; President, International 
Alliance of Academies of Childhood Disability

Carol Smolenski, Executive Director, ECPATUSA

3:10 – 3:30 
KEYNOTE

Children First
A macroeconomist’s view on the importance 
of investing in children and addressing 
violence against children and adolescents 
and how policies such as universal  

health care and education (from preschool 
to secondary education) matter. 

Jeffrey Sachs, PhD, Director, Center for 
Sustainable Development, Columbia University; 
Special Advisor to the United Nations Secretary 
General on the Sustainable Development Goals

3:30 – 4:20 
PANEL

Safeguarding Mental Health  
in Childhood and Adolescence
City officials, policy makers and other 
experts will discuss what is being done  
in NY and elsewhere to address the 
implications of violence in childhood  
and adolescence on mental health.

Hara Ntalla, M.S.ED/CSE, LP, LP, Clinical 
Director, Seleni (Moderator)

Gary Belkin, MD, Executive Deputy 
Commissioner, NYC  of Health & Mental Hygiene

Philip Campbell, PhD, Editor-in-Chief, Nature 
Magazine

Jamie Howard, PhD, Director, Trauma and 
Resilience Service, Child Mind Institute 

Janet Rosenzweig, MS, PhD, MPA, Executive 
Director, The American Professional Society on 
the Abuse of Children

4:20 – 5:10 
PANEL

Data and the Societal  
Cost of Abuse
The recent estimates of economic  
impact of violence in childhood show 
enormous costs to the cities, globally  
and to society at large. The experts  
will discuss these findings, and how 
investments in research and programs 
can better address the issue at hand  
in a cross-sector way.

Nicole Epps, Managing Director, Programs & 
Policy, World Childhood Foundation USA 
(Moderator)

Katie Albright, JD, Executive Director,  
Safe & Sound

Kathleen Cravero, President, OAK Foundation

5:10 – 6:00 

Reception



9:00 – 9:05 

Welcome
Malva Rabinowitz, President, Mount Sinai 
Adolescent Health Center Advisory Board

9:05 – 9:55 
PANEL

Leaders in Helping Survivors of 
Sex Trafficking
Sex trafficking of children and adolescents 
is one of the worst crimes of humanity. 
Experts discuss the role of survivors  
in contributing to developing solutions.

Lyndon Haviland, Council Chair, Dean’s Advisory 
Council, CUNY School of Public Health (Moderator)

Tina Frundt, Founder and Executive Director, 
Courtney’s House 

Rachel Lloyd, Founder and President, GEMS 

Katherine Mullen, Esq., Staff Attorney, 
Juvenile Rights Practice, The Legal Aid Society 

Veronica Zeitlin, Senior Counter-Trafficking 
and Gender Advisor, USAID 

9:55 – 10:15 
KEYNOTE

Childhood Sexual Abuse: Impact, 
Identification, and Interventions 
Angela Diaz, MD, PhD, MPH, Director, Mount 
Sinai Adolescent Health Center 

10:15 – 10:35
KEYNOTE

Follow the Data! How the 
Finance Sector Uses Data to 
Fight Trafficking
Barry Koch, Esq., Former Counsel to the 
Investigation Division at New York County 
District Attorney’s Office

10:35 – 11:25
PANEL

From Barriers to Solutions:  
The Role of the Justice System 
Law enforcement and the justice system 
play a crucial role in addressing violence 
against children and adolescents. 
Representatives from different agencies 
and organizations will share their work 
and experiences in helping survivors, 

collaborating with each other and how  
a child-friendly response system, the 
Child Advocacy Center (CAC) Model, 
works in practice.

John Pickett, MA, MSW, Senior Director,  
Safe Horizon (Moderator)

Tenaz Dubash, Victim Assistance Specialist, 
Homeland Security Investigations

Barry Koch, Esq., Former Counsel to the 
Investigation Division at New York County 
District Attorney’s Office

Dorchen Leidholdt, Esq., Director, Legal 
Center, Sanctuary for Families

Hon. Edwina Mendelson, Deputy Chief 
Administrative Judge, Office for Justice Initiatives, 
NY State Unified Court System

Laura Riso, Victim Specialist, FBI New York, 
Victim Services Division 

11:25 – 12:15
PANEL

Creating Inclusive and 
Responsive Services for All
Experts and practitioners discuss what 
inclusive services look like and if there are 
groups of children and adolescents  
who are more at risk of not getting the 
right services.

Gladys Carrión, Esq., Former Commissioner, 
New York City Administration for Children’s 
Services (Moderator)

Ashby Dodge, LCSW, Chief Clinical Officer, 
Trevor Project

Yamile M. Martí Haidar, LMSW, MA and PhD, 
Lecturer, Columbia School of Social Work

Paul Barrett, Project Manager, Safe Horizon

John Steever, MD, Director of Special Programs, 
Mount Sinai Adolescent Health Center 

12:15 – 1:15 

Lunch 

1:15 – 2:05 
PANEL

Service in Action: Lessons from 
Organizations Serving Youth 
Organizations helping and serving youth 
discuss their experiences, how they 
address violence against children and 
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adolescents, and the support needed for 
successful initiatives to scale up.

Martin Feinman, Esq. Juvenile Justice 
Coordinator and Trainer for the Juvenile Rights 
Practice, Legal-Aid (Moderator)

Jess Dannhauser, President and CEO, Graham 
Windham

Chandré Gould, Senior Research Fellow,  
Justice and Violence Prevention Programme, 
Institute for Security Studies

Michael Johnson, Youth Protection Director,  
Boy Scouts of America 

Julie Novak, Vice President, Child Safety, Big 
Brothers, Big Sisters 

Anne Nucci-Sack, MD, Medical Director, Mount 
Sinai Adolescent Health Center

2:05 – 2:55 
PANEL

Keeping Children Safe:  
From Prevention, Intervention, 
and Support
Practitioners will discuss their innovative 
programs that address violence against 
children and adolescents. Hear about the 
importance of having an ecosystem that 
includes prevention, intervention and 
support, and how it can be implemented 
through family, hospitals and other entities.

Richard Rothman, Esq., Sr. Counsel, Weil, 
Gotshal & Manges (Moderator)

Jetta Bernier, MA, Executive Director, MassKids

Katherine Grimm, MD, Medical Director, New 
York Center for Children 

Susan Morley, Senior Advisor for  
Investigations, New York City Administration  
for Children’s Services 

2:55 – 3:20 
PANEL

Working Across Sectors on 
Innovative Solutions
Ashley Smith Juarez, National Director, Clinton 
Foundation (Moderator)

Rumeli Banik, Program Officer for Child 
Well-Being, Doris Duke Charitable Foundation

Susan Beane, MD, Senior Vice President and 
Medical Director, Healthfirst

Tim Lisante, PhD, Superintendent, NYC 
Department of Education

3:20 – 3:45 
PANEL

Breaking the Cycle of Violence: 
Getting Back on the Right Track
Ashley Smith Juarez, National Director, Clinton 
Foundation (Moderator) 

Ana Oliveira President and CEO, New York 
Women’s Foundation

Winette Saunders Deputy Commissioner, 
Youthful Offender Programming,  
NYC Department of Correction

Audrey Wilson Senior Director, NYC 
Department of Probation

3:45 – 4:15 
PANEL

Collective Action
Ashley Smith Juarez, National Director, Clinton 
Foundation (Moderator) 

Joseph Chiarella, MD Chief Medical Officer, 
UnitedHealthcare Community Plan of New York 

Angela Diaz, MD, MPH, PhD, Director, Mount 
Sinai Adolescent Health Center 

David Hansell, Esq., Commissioner, New York 
City Administration for Children’s Services

Irfan Hasan Program Director, The New York 
Community Trust

Joanna Rubinstein, DDS, PhD, President and 
CEO, World Childhood Foundation USA

Michael Sheldrick, Vice President, Global Policy 
and Government Affairs, Global Citizen

4:15 – 4:30 

Concluding Remarks: A  
Roadmap to a Healthy Childhood 
and Adolescence
Ashley Smith Juarez, National Director, Clinton 
Foundation (Moderator) 

Angela Diaz, MD, MPH, PhD Director, Mount 
Sinai Adolescent Health Center

Joanna Rubinstein, DDS, PhD President and 
CEO, World Childhood Foundation USA

 



Katie Albright, JD
Katie Albright, JD, (CEO + President) joined 
Safe & Sound ten years ago, when it was called 
the San Francisco Child Abuse Prevention 

Center. Her prior 
experiences 
include SF Deputy 
City Attorney  
representing the 
public schools;  
SF Education Fund 
Policy Director 
leading a campaign 

to improve teacher quality and increase  
student retention; and, Preschool California 
Co-Director of Policy & Outreach campaign-
ing statewide for universal preschool. Prior  
to serving as an associate at Latham & 
Watkins and clerking for the US District Court 
in Maryland, she co-founded and taught in 
the Kayole-Gitau Nursery School & Community 
Center in Nairobi, Kenya.

Katie actively serves on local and national, 
non-profit and government boards and  
commissions. She received an Ascend 
Fellowship from The Aspen Institute and 
Social Entrepreneurship Fellowship at 
Stanford University. Katie graduated with 
honors from Georgetown University Law 
Center and Williams College.

Rumeli Banik, PhD
Rumeli Banik, PhD, is the Program Officer for 
the Child Well-being Program at the Doris 
Duke Charitable Foundation. Her work 
involves promoting positive child and family 
outcomes and preventing child abuse and 
neglect by supporting grantees to engage in 
cross-systems collaboration to reduce ineq-
uities in access to health and human services, 
use data and evidence to communicate the 
impact of interventions and policies that 
affect vulnerable populations, and test inno-
vative financing strategies to determine the 
most effective approaches to support  
child and family well-being. Dr. Banik earned 
a doctorate in Applied Developmental 
Psychology from Fordham University, and  
a Master of Arts in Child Development and a 
Bachelor of Arts in Child Development and 
Biomedical Engineering from Tufts University. 
She is a co-principal investigator of a study 

about the role of Latina mothers’ parenting 
experiences on early childhood development 
at Fordham University. Her prior research 
examined how differences in the experiences 
of the transition to parenthood influenced 
adjustment to parenthood in first-time mothers 
from high and low socioeconomic back-
grounds. She has also developed a workshop 
about parenting skills and child development 
for caregivers of young children at Mount 
Sinai Hospital. Earlier in her career, she 
designed and implemented evidence-based 
parenting program content for culturally and 
socioeconomically diverse families of chil-
dren birth to age five as a community-based 
child development specialist at the University 
of Miami Miller School of Medicine.

Susan Beane, MD
Dr. Susan Beane joined Healthfirst in 2009, 
bringing with her extensive professional 
experience in managed care. As Vice President 

and Medical 
Director at 
Healthfirst, Dr. 
Beane focuses on 
care management 
and clinical provider 
partnerships,  
programs especially 
designed to 

improve the delivery of vital, evidence-based 
health care to our members. Dr. Beane, a 
dedicated primary care physician and board 
certified internist, is a strong proponent of 
collaborating with and engaging providers to 
improve health outcomes.

Dr. Susan Beane leads Healthfirst in collab-
orating with major healthcare delivery systems, 
local, and national policy experts on the 
design, implementation, and dissemination 
of innovative, outcomes focused models of 
care. Her research contributions span health 
of caregivers, obesity, and maternal health.

Prior to joining Healthfirst, Dr. Beane 
served as Chief Medical Officer for Affinity 
Health Plan for five years — during which time 
she helped Affinity’s plan become a top per-
former in quality and member satisfaction. 
Before that, she worked at AmeriChoice and 
HIP USA, as Medical Director. 

Dr. Beane is a graduate of Princeton 
University and Columbia University College 
of Physicians and Surgeons.

Panelists & Speakers



Gary Belkin, MD, PhD, MPH
Dr. Belkin is the Executive Deputy 
Commissioner of Mental Hygiene in the New 
York City Department of Health and Mental 

Hygiene. The 
Division of Mental 
Hygiene has driven 
the framework and 
implementation  
for an NYC wide 
approach to inno-
vate for mental 
health called 

ThriveNYC, which is changing the conversa-
tion about mental health as a public health 
priority. He manages policy, planning, services 
development, and implementation for  
prevention, promotion and treatment efforts 
across NYC. Before his current role he was  
the Medical Director for Behavioral Health in  
the Health and Hospitals Corporation of the  
City of New York, which operates 11 public 
hospitals in New York City. Dr. Belkin has also 
served as Chief of Psychiatry (Interim) at 
Bellevue Hospital and has led policy develop-
ment in urban health settings, with an interest 
in advancing innovative approaches to public 
mental health. As an Associate Professor  
in the Department of Psychiatry at New York 
University School of Medicine, he was the 
founding Director of the NYU Program in 
Global Mental Health.

Jetta Bernier, MA
Jetta Bernier directs MassKids, the nation’s 
oldest statewide private child advocacy  
organization (1959) and the Massachusetts 

Chapter of Prevent 
Child Abuse 
America. Jetta 
co-developed 
“Enough Abuse,”  
a citizen education 
and community 
mobilization  
effort to prevent 

sexual abuse. Developed through a 5-year 
grant from the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, which lauded the 
effort “trailblazing,” the initiative has been 
adopted in several states. 

Jetta is the developer of many highly 
regarded prevention tools, including: “Enough!” 
a one-hour, interactive, evidence-informed 
training designed for school personnel; 

“Sexual Abuse Safe Child Standards” a policy 
guide for schools and youth organization; 
and a series of “Prevention Guides for Parents”. 

Jetta co-chairs the Policy Committee of the 
National Coalition to Prevent Child Sexual 
Abuse. She serves on the National Task Force 
on Educator Sexual Misconduct which in 
February released its recommendations  
for the country’s 15,000 independent private 
schools. Jetta trains trainers and provides 
consultation to schools and youth organiza-
tion around prevention policies.

Sir Philip Campbell
Sir Philip Campbell is Editor-in-Chief of  
Nature and of the Nature publications. His 
areas of responsibility include the editorial 

content for the 
journal, magazine 
and multimedia 
components  
of Nature and 
assuring the  
long-term quality 
of all Nature 
publications.

Following his postdoctoral research in atmo-
spheric physics, he joined Nature and 
became Physical Sciences Editor. In 1988  
he moved to the UK Institute of Physics to be 
the founding editor of Physics World, the 
international magazine of the UK Institute of 
Physics. He returned to Nature and was 
appointed Editor-in-Chief of Nature in 1995. 

In recent years he has championed ways 
of strengthening scientific robustness and 
has stimulated Nature content, and also new 
multi-disciplinary journals, that address  
societal issues such as energy, sustainability 
and human behaviour.

He is the recipient of several honorary 
degrees and awards. He is an Honorary 
Fellow of Clare Hall, Cambridge University.  
He was awarded a knighthood in the  
Queen’s birthday honours list of 2015 for  
his services to science.

He is a founding trustee and Chair of the 
research funding charity ‘MQ: transforming 
mental health’. 



Gladys Carrión, Esq.
Gladys Carrión is recognized as a national 
leader for her efforts to reform Juvenile Justice 
in New York State and a fearless advocate  

for children and 
families involved  
in the child welfare 
system. She  
was appointed 
Commissioner of 
the New York  
City Administration 
for Children’s 

Services (ACS) in January 2014, where she was 
charged with providing child welfare, early 
childhood care and juvenile justice services to 
the City’s most vulnerable children and families. 

Prior to ACS, Ms. Carrión was Commissioner 
of the Office of Children and Family Services 
(OCFS). Under her leadership, she shut down 
21 juvenile centers, diverting juvenile justice 
involved youth to less costly and more  
effective therapeutic programs located closer 
to home. Additional positions held by Ms. 
Carrión include; Senior Vice President for 
Community Investment with the United Way 
of New York City where she was responsible 
for implementing United Way’s Community 
Action Strategy, Executive Director of Inwood 
House, and Commissioner of New York City’s 
Community Development Agency where  
she led antipoverty efforts by restructuring 
the Community Actions Programs increasing 
the number of communities and residents 
eligible to receive aid. Carrión began her 
career as an attorney with the Bronx Legal 
Services Corporation. Born and raised in the 
Bronx, Commissioner Carrión is a graduate of 
Fordham University and New York University 
School of Law. 

Victor G. Carrion, MD
Dr. Victor G. Carrion is the John A. Turner, 
M.D. Professor and Vice Chair of Psychiatry 

and Behavioral 
Sciences at 
Stanford University 
and Director of  
the Early Life Stress 
program. His  
multidisciplinary 
research on  
the behavioral, 

academic, emotional, and biological late 
effects of experiencing trauma has led to the 

development and implementation of effective 
new interventions for treating children who 
experience traumatic stress. Dr. Carrion has 
authored and developed the multi-modal 
intervention therapist guide, Cue-Centered 
Therapy for Youth Experiencing Posttraumatic 
Symptoms. Additionally, he is the author of 
Neuroscience of Pediatric PTSD. He has pub-
lished numerous peer-reviewed articles in 
leading psychiatric journals such as Biological 
Psychiatry, Depression and Anxiety, Journal  
of Pediatric Psychology. Dr. Carrion is the 
Principal Investigator for the Stanford Health 
and Wellness Study.

Dennis S. Charney, MD 
Dennis S. Charney, MD, is Anne and Joel 
Ehrenkranz Dean of the Icahn School of 
Medicine at Mount Sinai and President for 

Academic Affairs 
for the Mount Sinai 
Health System.  
He is also a world 
expert in the  
neurobiology and 
treatment of 
“mood and anxiety 
disorders.

Dr. Charney is one of the world’s most 
highly cited life science researchers; he 
stands as number 48 in a list of 1,360 

researchers in the world that appear most 
prominently in Google Scholar Citations.  
In 2017, the Cleveland Clinic identified Dr. 
Charney’s discovery of the use of ketamine 
for treatment-resistant depression as one  
of the top 10 medical innovations of the  
year. Dr. Charney has written or co-authored  
more than 700 publications, including 
groundbreaking scientific papers, chapters, 
and books. 

Joseph Chiarella, MD
Dr. Joseph Chiarella joined United Healthcare 
in 2011 and is the chief medical officer for 

United Healthcare’s 
Community Plan  
in New York. In this 
role, Dr. Chiarella 
leads a clinical 
team that facilitates 
United Healthcare’s 
expansion across 
New York State.  

He also works closely with the United Healthcare 
teams responsible for NCQA re-accreditation, 



and with the New York State Health Plan 
Association to provide key information and 
clinical expertise to New York’s regulators  
and elected officials.

Dr. Chiarella has over 30 years of experience 
and has held leadership positions at many 
commercial and government health centers 
and Managed Care Organizations.

A graduate of St. John Fisher College in 
Rochester NY, a member of the American 
Association for Physician Leadership, and an 
honorary Police Surgeon with the NYPD,  
Dr. Chiarella was born and raised in New  
York City. He enjoys working on old cars and 
displaying them in car shows and cruise-ins 
throughout the northeast.

Andrew Claypole 
Andrew Claypole is Senior Advisor to the 
SRSG on Violence against Children. He has 25 
years of experience in social policy, research, 

monitoring, evalua-
tion, and commu-
nication in the UN 
and UNICEF, both 
at headquarters 
and in the field. 
Before joining the 
UN he was a senior 
researcher at the 

BBC. Most recently he was the Chief of Social 
Policy at UNICEF in Thailand, prior to which he 
was Chief of Programme Planning,Monitoring, 
and Evaluation at UNICEF in China. In these 
capacities he has provided technical support 
in social policy analysis, research, monitoring, 
and evaluation to a range of government 
partners, academic institutes, and NGOs. In 
Thailand he supported the government in the 
conduct of the first national survey on violence 
against children, as well as promoting the 
strengthening of the national social protec-
tion system. In 2015, he coordinated the 
advocacy of the Office of the SRSG on the 
development of indicators to monitor the 
violence against children targets of the global 
SDGs. He has a BA in Economics and a 
Master’s in Human Rights from the London 
School of Economics.

Kathleen Cravero, PhD, MPH
Kathleen Cravero was appointed President of 
Oak Foundation in February 2009. In this 
capacity she supports the Trustees of Oak 
Foundation to address issues of global, social 

and environmental concern, particularly 
those that have a major impact on the lives  
of the disadvantaged. She also provides 
leadership and guidance to Oak Foundation 
staff in each of the six substantive programmes 
of the Foundation, including the Environment, 
Child Abuse, Housing & Homelessness, 
International Human Rights, Issues Affecting 
Women and Learning Differences.

Prior to joining Oak Foundation, Kathleen 
worked for over two decades on a range of 
international development issues, from 
newly emerging democracies to conflict and 
emergency situations. Kathleen worked in 
various posts of increasing responsibility  
with UNAIDS, UNICEF, UNDP and WHO. Her 
two last assignments with the United Nations 
included Director of the Bureau for Crisis 
Prevention and Recovery with the United 
Nations Development Programme (Feb 2005–
Jan 2009) and Deputy Executive Director of 
the Joint United Nations Programme on  
HIV/AIDS (from March 2000 to March 2005).

Advancing gender equality is a long- 
standing concern for Kathleen. At UNDP,  
she chaired the Steering Committee of  
“Stop Rape Now — UN Action Against Sexual 
Violence in Conflict”, which unites the work 
of 12 UN entities with the goal of ending  
sexual violence in conflict. From 2005 to 
2008, she chaired the Leadership Council of 
the Global Coalition on Women and AIDS, a 
group of prominent personalities who advo-
cate publicly on issues related to women and 
the “feminization” of the HIV/AIDS epidemic.

Kathleen holds a Ph.D. in Political Science 
(Fordham University), and a Masters in Public 
Health (Columbia University). 

Jess Dannhauser
Jess Dannhauser is the President & CEO  
of Graham Windham, a mission-driven  
organization focused on building the founda-

tion for success in 
life with NYC chil-
dren and youth, in 
close partnership 
with families and 
communities. 
Graham Windham 
serves approxi-
mately 4,500 chil-

dren and their families each year.
Graham, including the affiliated Greenburgh 

Graham UFSD, is focused on achieving its 



vision where each of its children has a safe 
loving permanent family and a living-wage 
career, no matter the challenges of their  
early life. The Graham team is employing 
evidence-informed practices and curricula, 
integrating its programs to create a holistic 
and continuous community of care, and 
innovating to provide opportunity to thrive 
for kids and families.

Mr. Dannhauser earned his MSW at 
University of California, Berkeley and his  
BA at Duke University. He is married to the  
Rev. Adrian Dannhauser. Adrian and  
Jess are the proud parents of their lovely 
daughter, Callaway.

Angela Diaz, MD, PhD, MPH
Angela Diaz, MD, PhD, MPH is the Jean C. and 
James W. Crystal Professor, Department of 
Pediatrics and Department of Environmental 

Medicine and 
Public Health, at 
the Icahn School of 
Medicine at Mount 
Sinai. After earning 
her medical degree 
at Columbia 
University College 
of Physicians and 

Surgeons, she completed a Master in Public 
Health from Harvard University and a PhD  
in Epidemiology from Columbia University.

Dr. Diaz is the Director of the Mount Sinai 
Adolescent Health Center, a unique program 
that provides comprehensive, interdisciplinary, 
integrated, medical care, sexual and repro-
ductive health, mental health, dental and 
optical services to young people. Under her 
leadership the Center has become one of the 
largest adolescent-specific health centers in 
the U.S., serving more than 11,000 young 
people every year — for free. The Mount Sinai 
Adolescent Health Center is a major training 
site in the field of adolescent health and 
medicine, with research funded by NIH.

Dr. Diaz is active in public policy and advo-
cacy in the U.S. and has conducted many 
international health projects in Asia, Central 
and South America, Europe and Africa. She  
is a frequent speaker at conferences through-
out the country and around the world. 

Ashby Dodge, LCSW 
Ashby Dodge is the Chief Clinical Officer at 
The Trevor Project — the leading national 
organization providing crisis intervention and 

suicide prevention 
services to lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, trans-
gender and ques-
tioning (LGBTQ) 
young people 
under the age of 25. 
Ms. Dodge over-
sees all of Trevor’s 

Crisis Services, including the 24/7 Trevor 
Lifeline, TrevorChat and TrevorText; Trevor’s 
education and training programs, and clinical 
supervision. Ms. Dodge assumes responsibil-
ity for a broad range of programs and proj-
ects, including professional communications, 
development of the crisis services department, 
and oversight of selected staff, clinicians  
and social work interns within the Program 
Department.

Ms. Dodge also runs a small private practice 
in New York City, focusing additionally on 
sexual assault, substance abuse treatment 
and couples/individual counseling. Prior to  
her work at The Trevor Project, she worked  
in various mental health settings, focusing  
on young professionals, couples and  
LGBTQ youth — with specialties in substance  
abuse treatment, sexual assault/domestic 
violence survivors, and at-risk, inner city  
high school students.

Tenaz H. Dubash
Ms. Tenaz H. Dubash is a Victim Assistance 
Specialist at Homeland Security Investigations 
(HSI) and works in the New York City area. Her 

duties include 
coordinating ser-
vices for victims of 
human trafficking, 
child exploitation 
and victims of  
all other federal 
crimes in the 
Manhattan, Long 

Island, JFK, and Castle Point offices.She works 
closely with Homeland Security Agents; 
Prosecutors from the Department of Justice, 
and other Federal, State, and Local law 
enforcement officials. She also works with 
Non-Governmental organizations to coordinate 
social-services for victims of federal crimes.



Additionally, Ms. Dubash is responsible  
for developing appropriate training materials 
and conducting trainings for both law 
enforcement and NGO members. She has 
had the opportunity to travel with the State 
Department to Botswana, Belize, Budapest, 
Brazil, Ecuador, Haiti, Oman and Thailand  
to conduct trainings for members of the 
International law enforcement community  
as well as service providers.

Before working at DHS, Ms. Dubash 
worked as an Intensive Case Manager at Safe 
Horizon where she worked directly with  
victims of human trafficking. Prior to that she 
worked as a Domestic Violence Counselor at 
New York Asian Women’s Center where she 
used her Hindi, Gujarati and Urdu language 
skills to advocate on behalf of South-Asian 
victims of domestic violence. Ms. Dubash has 
a Bachelor’s degree from Cornell University 
and a Masters from Syracuse University.

Nicole Epps, MBA
Epps has been a non-profit leader in the 
anti-trafficking and street affected, vulnerable 
youth population, both domestically and 

internationally.
Epps is the  

former Associate 
Director of Court 
Appointed Special 
Advocates of 
Morris and Sussex 
Counties, where 
she implemented 

and managed community outreach for teens 
in foster care. Prior to CASA, Epps led the  
U.S. office of anti-trafficking organization Apne 
Aap based in India. She was charged with 
expanding Apne Aap’s community programs 
to save the lives of human trafficking minority 
females throughout India. At Safe Horizon, 
the largest victim services organization in 
New York, Epps created, implemented and 
managed Team Horizon, the first grassroots 
initiative of Safe Horizon. 

Epps is a graduate of the University of 
Pennsylvania. She received her MBA from the 
University of Georgia, Terry School of 
Business. She is pursuing her MSW at Rutgers 
University School of Social Work.

Marty Feinman, Esq.
Marty Feinman is the Juvenile Justice 
Coordinator and Trainer for the Juvenile Rights 
Practice of the Legal Aid Society in New York 

City. In addition to 
training staff at the 
Legal Aid Society, 
Marty has provided 
trainings for other 
organizations in 
New York State as 
well as at the 
National Juvenile 

Defender Center and the National Association 
of Counsel for Children. While at Legal Aid, 
Marty has also served as the Attorney In 
Charge of the Brooklyn office of The  
Juvenile Rights Practice where he managed  
a multi-disciplinary staff of almost 100 profes-
sionals representing children in Child Welfare 
and Juvenile Delinquency proceedings. Prior 
to that, Marty was a Staff Attorney at Legal 
Aid’s Criminal Defense Division. Before 
attending law school, Marty received an MSW 
and spent several years first as a therapist 
doing individual, group and family therapy 
and then as Program Director of the 
Adolescent Unit at a large psychiatric facility 
in Syracuse, NY. Marty is on the Advisory 
Board of the Mount Sinai Adolescent Health 
Center and also on the Board of PLOT 
(Preparing Leaders of Tomorrow), a mentor-
ing organization for at risk youth.

Vincent J. Felitti, MD
Vincent J. Felitti, MD is a 1962 graduate of  
the Johns Hopkins Medical School. He is an  
internist who, subsequent to being Post 

Surgeon at the US 
Army Pine Bluff 
Arsenal, completed 
his training at Johns 
Hopkins and  
the University of 
Maryland and 
started as an infec-
tious disease physi-

cian in 1968 at Kaiser Permanente in San Diego 
and then in 1975 founded the Department  
of Preventive Medicine; he served as the Chief 
of Preventive Medicine until 2001. In that 
setting, Dr. Felitti became co-Principal 
Investigator, with Robert F. Anda MD at the 
Centers for Disease Control, of the Adverse 
Childhood Experiences (ACE) Study, ongoing 



collaborative research between the Kaiser 
Permanente Medical Care Program and the 
CDC. The ACE Study with its more than eighty 
publications explores prospectively and 
retrospectively in a 17,000-person cohort  
the profound relationship of ten categories  
of adverse life experiences in childhood to 
health, well-being, disease, and death 
decades later. 

Under Dr. Felitti’s leadership over the 
years, the Department of Preventive Medicine 
provided comprehensive, biopsychosocial 
medical evaluation to assess the health risks 
and disease burden of over one million  
individual adults. Major health-risk abate-
ment programs were developed for obesity, 
smoking, and stress, as well as population- 
based screening for the genetic disease, 
Hemochromatosis. He is Clinical Professor of 
Medicine at the University of California and a 
Fellow of the American College of Physicians. 
He is Senior Editor of The Permanente Journal 
and on the International Editorial Board  
of the Swiss medical journal, Trauma und 
Gewalt. Dr. Felitti has served on advisory 
committees of the Institute of Medicine,  
the American Psychiatric Association, on the 
Committee of the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services for Healthy People 2020, and 
as a member of the Advisory Committee on 
Women’s Services at SAMHSA. 

David Finkelhor, PhD
David Finkelhor is Director of Crimes against 
Children Research Center, Professor of 
Sociology, and University Professor at the 

University of New 
Hampshire. His 
core areas of inter-
est have been in 
child maltreatment 
and family vio-
lence, dating back 
to 1977. He is per-
haps best known 

for his conceptual and empirical work on the 
problem of child sexual abuse, including 
prevalence surveys, his Four Pre-conditions 
Model of Sexual Abuse, and his Four 
Traumagenic Dynamics Model of sexual 
abuse trauma. He also helped develop the 
concept of “poly-victimization.” In addition, 
he has done extensive research about child 
homicide, missing and abducted children, 
bullying, and Internet victimization. In his 

recent work, for example, his book, Child 
Victimization (Oxford University Press, 2008), 
he has tried to unify and integrate knowledge 
about all the diverse forms of child victimiza-
tion in a field he has termed Developmental 
Victimology. This book received the Daniel 
Schneider Child Welfare Book of the Year 
award in 2009. He has also written extensively 
about trends in child maltreatment. All 
together he is editor and author of 12 books 
and over 200 journal articles and book chap-
ters. He has received grants from the National 
Institute of Mental Health, the National 
Center on Child Abuse and Neglect, and the 
US Department of Justice, and a variety  
of other sources. In 1994, he was given the 
Distinguished Child Abuse Professional 
Award by the American Professional Society 
on the Abuse of Children, in 2004 he was 
given the Significant Achievement Award 
from the Association for the Treatment of 
Sexual Abusers, in 2005 he and his colleagues 
received the Child Maltreatment Article of the 
Year award, in 2007 he was elected as a Fellow 
of the American Society of Criminology, and 
in 2014 he was awarded the National Scientific 
Impact Award from the Kempe Center for  
the Prevention and Treatment of Child Abuse 
and Neglect.

Hans Forssberg
Hans Forssberg is Professor in neuroscience 
at Karolinska Institutet and Consultant in 
neuropaediatrics at Astrid Lindgren 

Children’s Hospital 
in Stockholm, 
Sweden. He is past 
dean and past  
vice president of 
Karolinska Institutet 
and past member 
of the Nobel 
Committee for 

Physiology or Medicine. He has also been 
head of the Department of Paediatrics at 
Astrid Lindgren Children’s Hospital. His research 
has focused on children with neurodevelop-
mental disorders; from translational research 
on underlying mechanisms of motor and 
cognitive dysfunctions, to clinical research 
aiming at developing new methods for 
assessment and intervention. He has published 



more than 200 original research articles. 
Recently, he has shifted focus towards the 
global situation for children with develop-
mental delay and disabilities, in particular  
in low and middle income countries. He  
is president of the International Alliance of 
Academies of Childhood Disability and  
past chairman of the European Academy  
of Childhood Disability.

Tina Frundt
Tina Frundt has been actively raising awareness 
of the commercial sexual exploitation of 
children (CSEC) since 2000. A high profile 

national advocate 
on the issue of 
domestic sex traf-
ficking and a survi-
vor of CSEC, Ms. 
Frundt is deeply 
committed to 
helping other chil-
dren and women 

who are living through experiences similar to 
her own. She has been featured on numer-
ous national shows and publications, includ-
ing the OWN Network’s Our America with Lisa 
Ling: 3AM Girls, which featured an under-
cover look into sex trafficking in Washington, 
DC, the CNN Freedom Project, and in 2016 the 
Whitney Young Unsung Heroes award by the 
Urban Institute. In 2010, she became the first 
U.S. citizen to receive the Free the Slaves 
Freedom Awards-Frederick Douglas Award, 
which recognizes survivors of sex trafficking 
who use their life in freedom to help others. 
In 2016 she was appointed by President 
Obama to the First White House Survivor 
Advisory Board. In 2017, Tina received the Lois 
Haight Award of Excellence and Innovation 
after being nominated by Representative  
Ted Poe. Additionally, in October of 2017 Ms. 
Frundt was invited to join the faculty team  
of the National Judicial Institute on Domestic 
Child Sex Trafficking (NJIDCST); she is the first 
non-lawyer to be a part of this distinguished 
group of legal professionals. In January 2018, 
she was awarded the Community Service 
Award by the Washington Bar Association 
Education Foundation for her selfless service 
and advocacy for sex trafficked youth in DC, 
Maryland and Virginia. 

Ms. Frundt trains law enforcement, other 
non-profit groups and social service agencies 
to locate missing youth and provide trauma 

recovery resources to victims. She is a member 
of the Washington, DC, State of Maryland and 
Prince George’s County Human Trafficking 
Task Force and was appointed by the Governor 
of Maryland to the Safe Harbor work group. 
She has testified before U.S. Congress about 
her own experiences and the need for greater 
protection and services for trafficked persons. 
She is the founder and executive director  
of Courtney’s House, which provides direct 
services for domestic sex trafficked youth, 
ages 11–21 in Prince George’s County and the 
Washington, DC metro area. Since its incep-
tion, Courtney’s House and Ms. Frundt have 
helped over 650 survivor’s transition out of 
their trafficking situation.

Chandré Gould 
Chandré Gould is a senior research fellow  
in the Justice and Violence Prevention 
Programme at the Institute for Security 

Studies (ISS). Since 
2006 her work has 
focused on vio-
lence prevention 
and criminal justice 
in South Africa. In 
2015 she completed 
a multi-year life 
history study of 

violent offenders. The results of this study 
were published in Beaten Bad: the life stories  
of violent offenders (Institute for Security 
Studies, 2016). In 2009 she edited a book on 
the criminal justice system in South Africa 
Criminal (In)Justice: A civil society perspective. 
Since 2008 she has played a leading role in a 
community-based organisation, the Seven 
Passes Initiative, that works to prevent vio-
lence through providing after-school pro-
grammes, youth development programmes 
and parenting programmes. She is currently 
working with Associate Professor Cathy Ward 
(University of Cape Town) and the Seven 
Passes Initiative to assess the impact of deliv-
ering four positive parenting programmes 
along with a social activation process in the 
community served by the organisation. She is 
the convenor of the National Dialogue Forum 



for evidence-based programmes to prevent 
violence against women and children in 
South Africa. The forum brings together 
government departments, academics and 
NGOs in a long-term process that aims to 
inform and support the scale-up of evidence- 
based violence prevention programmes 
nationally. These projects are undertaken in 
partnership with the World Childhood 
Foundation.

Katherine Teets Grimm, MD
Katherine Teets Grimm, MD, has been the 
Medical Director of The New York Center for 
Children since January 1997, following a long 

career as a full-time 
faculty member at 
the Mount Sinai 
Medical Center.  
Dr. Grimm has 
been involved in 
the field of child 
protection since 
the mid-1970s.  

She was the director of the Mount Sinai 
Pediatric Emergency Room for 20 years. She 
is a founding member of child protection 
committees in School Districts 2 and 4,  
serves on numerous city-wide child abuse 
task forces and committees, and is a  
frequent lecturer on child abuse and neglect.

Dr. Grimm has developed a mentoring/
elective program for pediatric residents  
and medical students at The New York 
Center for Children entitled “Child Abuse 
Identification and Treatment.” The elective 
includes multiple site visits throughout the 
City to child protection agencies such as 
Family Court, the District Attorney’s Office, 
preventive agencies, foster care agencies  
and child advocacy centers. 

David A. Hansell, Esq.
David A. Hansell was appointed Commissioner 
of the NYC Administration for Children’s 
Services in February 2017. Commissioner 

Hansell has com-
mitted his career to 
serving vulnerable  
communities  
and expanding 
opportunity.  
An accomplished 
manager, he  
has decades of  

experience in social services work across  
the public, private, and non-profit sectors.

Over the course of his career, he has 
served as a consultant to non-profit, govern-
ment, and philanthropic organizations on a 
diverse array of health and social services 
policy and advocacy issues, most recently  
as Head of KPMG’s Human & Social Services 
Centre of Excellence. From 2009–2011, he 
served as Acting Assistant Secretary and 
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for the 
Administration for Children and Families in 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS). At HHS, Commissioner 
Hansell helped oversee a division with an 
approximately $50 billion annual budget, 
with responsibilities including child welfare, 
economic support, early childhood education, 
and special population programs. He has  
also served in prior governmental positions  
in New York City and New York State.

Commissioner Hansell is a graduate of Yale 
Law School and Haverford College.

Irfan Hasan
Irfan Hasan directs The New York Community 
Trust’s Healthy Lives grant program. Following 
September 11, 2001, Irfan also oversaw The 

Trust’s September 
11th Fund’s $51 mil-
lion health  
and mental health 
grant program. 
Previously, as Vice 
President at 
Greater Boston 
Rehabilitation 

Services, he oversaw employment programs 
for people with disabilities. Irfan is a member 
of CharitySTRONG’s Board; Philanthropy New 
York’s Health Policy Work Group; the 
American Public Health Association; and a 
Fellow of the New York Academy of Medicine. 
He served as a Mayoral appointee to New 
York City’s Department of Health and Mental 
Hygiene’s Community Service Board;  
Board Chair of Disability Funders Network;  
a member of Grantmakers in Health’s Behavioral 
Health Network; and Co-Chair of the United 
World College Student Selection Committee. 
Irfan earned degrees from Northeastern 
University and New York University.



Lyndon Haviland, MPH, DRPH
Lyndon Haviland holds a masters and doctor-
ate degree in public health from Columbia 
University’s Joseph L. Mailman School of 

Public Health, and 
has completed 
Advanced 
Management & 
Leadership training 
at Harvard Business 
School. In 1993,  
she was awarded 
The John and 

Kathleen Gorman Public Health Humanitarian 
Award from Columbia University.

With more than 25 years’ experience in 
domestic and international public health, Dr. 
Haviland has worked with a wide range of 
organizations including UNAIDS, the UN 
Department of Public Information, the UN 
Foundation, UN Women, the UN Development 
Program, the World Health Organization 
(WHO), the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM), the International Medical 
Corps, the CUNY School of Public Health, the 
American Public Health Association (APHA), 
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services 
(LIRS), the American Legacy Foundation, 
Earth Echo International, GAVI, Darkness to 
Light, Policy Wisdom, Forest Trends, and the 
Aspen Institute.

Highly respected as a leader, moderator, 
speaker, and fundraiser, Lyndon has advised 
heads of state and agency leaders on  
maternal and child health, access to vaccines, 
sexual and reproductive health, tobacco 
control, and health promotion/disease  
prevention. She is a passionate advocate  
for human rights and is dedicated to bringing 
individuals and organizations together to 
achieve lasting social change.

Jamie M. Howard, PhD 
Jamie M. Howard, PhD, is a clinical psychologist 
in the Anxiety Disorders Center at the Child 
Mind Institute and the director of the Center’s 

Trauma and 
Resilience Service. 
She specializes in 
the evaluation  
and treatment of  
anxiety and mood 
disorders in children 
and adolescents, 
and has expertise 

in treating post-traumatic stress and adjust-
ment disorders across the lifespan.

Dr. Howard has extensive experience 
providing cognitive behavioral therapy (CBT) 
to children, teens and young adults suffering 
from a range of anxiety disorders, depression 
and post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). 
She has received specialized training in several 
innovative treatments, including trauma 
focused-CBT, cognitive processing therapy 
and dialectical behavior therapy (DBT).

Dr. Howard’s past work includes develop-
ing and testing programs to help returning 
veterans and their family members, serving 
as a crisis counselor in the aftermath of the 
World Trade Center attacks and providing 
consultation to staff at a preschool for  
at-risk children. She has co-authored schol-
arly articles for several journals, including 
Psychotherapy and Journal of Traumatic Stress, 
as well as book chapters on helping children 
and families following trauma exposure.

Michael Johnson
Michael Johnson is Youth Protection Director 
for the Boy Scouts of America (BSA), where 
he leads the organization’s efforts to continu-

ally enhance youth 
protection policies 
and procedures, 
and ensure the 
safest possible 
environment for its 
youth members. 
An internationally- 
recognized expert 

on child abuse detection and prevention, 
and a 28-year law enforcement veteran, 
Johnson has overseen youth protection for 
BSA since 2010. His team works every day to 
ensure sustained vigilance on youth safety 
issues across the organization through man-
datory policies and procedures, including 
training and ongoing engagement with staff, 
volunteers and members. Johnson also works  
to strengthen the organization’s policies and 
ensure they are in line with, if not ahead  
of, society’s knowledge of abuse and best 
practices for prevention. Prior to joining  
BSA, Johnson served as Lead Child Abuse 
Investigator for the Plano Police Department. 
He holds a bachelor’s degree in criminal 
justice with a minor in psychology from 
Southwest Texas State University in San 
Marcos, Texas. 



René S. Kahn, MD, PhD
Dr. René S. Kahn is the Esther and Joseph 
Klingenstein Professor and System Chair of 
Psychiatry at the Icahn School of Medicine at 

Mount Sinai. Dr. 
Kahn has published 
over 800 research 
papers and in 2015 
and 2016 was 
named Thomson 
Reuters’ highly 
cited researcher, 
representing ‘some 

of the world’s most influential scientific 
minds’. He has served on neuroscience grant 
review boards in the Netherlands as well as 
those of the United Kingdom and Germany. 
He received several honors, such as a Fulbright 
Scholarship, membership of the Royal 
Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
the ECNP Neuropsychopharmacology Award, 
an honorary doctorate at Semmelweis 
University in Budapest, Hungary and the 
lifetime achievement award of the Netherlands 
Psychiatric Association. He is Honorary 
Lifetime Professor at Jilin University in 
Changchun, China. He was Treasurer and 
Vice-President of the European College  
of Neuropsychopharmacology and is currently 
past-President of The Schizophrenia 
International Research Society. He is a fellow 
of the American College of Neuropsycho- 
pharmacology.

Barry Koch
Barry Koch is an independent consultant and 
private attorney recognized internationally as 
an expert in the field of anti-money launder-

ing compliance and 
risk management. 
Mr. Koch most 
recently served as 
an Assistant District 
Attorney and 
Counsel to the 
Investigation 
Division in the New 

York County District Attorney’s Office. He is a 
founding member of the US and European 
Bankers Alliances Against Human Trafficking, 
and is a member of the Human Rights First 
anti-trafficking ambassadors campaign. 

He is a sought-after speaker at industry, 
government and law enforcement conferences, 
having presented to groups including the 

United States Departments of Justice, 
Homeland Security, State and Treasury; the 
IRS and DEA; members of the intelligence  
and diplomatic communities; the FRBNY; 
members of Congress; and regulators,  
legislators, international organizations and 
FIUs around the world. 

Mr. Koch is Chairman of the Advisory 
Board of the Association of Certified Financial 
Crime Specialists, is a former Co-Chairman of 
the New York Chapter of the Association of 
Certified Anti-Money Laundering Specialists 
and a former Chairman of The Consular Law 
Society, Inc. He is an adjunct professor at 
Cardozo Law School, where he teaches Global 
Corporate Compliance to 2L, 3L and LLM 
students.

Dorchen A. Leidholdt, Esq.
Dorchen A. Leidholdt has been a leader in the 
movement to end gender-based violence 
since the late 1970’s. After a decade of orga-

nizing against 
sexual violence and 
exploitation, she 
helped found, in 
1988, the first 
international non-
governmental 
organization dedi-
cated to combating 

sex trafficking and the commercial sexual 
exploitation of women and girls, the Coalition 
Against Trafficking in Women, and currently 
serves on its board. Since 1994 she has directed 
the Center for Battered Women’s Legal 
Services at Sanctuary for Families, the largest 
dedicated legal services program for survi-
vors of gender violence in the country. Under 
her leadership the Center has provided life 
changing representation for tens of thousands 
of abuse survivors in family law, criminal, civil 
rights, public benefits, housing, and immigra-
tion cases, and advanced policy and legisla-
tive changes that further survivors’ rights and 
hold their abusers accountable. She has lec-
tured internationally on gender violence and 
published numerous articles, book chapters, 
and anthologies on the subject. A former 
public defender, Ms. Leidholdt recently spear-
headed and co-chairs the Incarcerated 
Gender Violence Survivors Initiative. For the 
past 15 years she has taught Domestic Violence 
and the Law at Columbia Law School. 



Timothy F. Lisante, PhD
Timothy F. Lisante, PhD has worked within 
the NYC Public Schools system for the past  
40 years. He has a Bachelor’s degree and 

Master’s degree in 
special education 
and a doctorate in 
education.

Dr. Lisante is 
currently the 
Superintendent  
of District 79 with 
oversight for  

12 alternative programs including HSE/GED 
prep, Career & Technical Education, Early 
Childcare Education with Student Parents, 
Residential and Youth Justice Education  
and Treatment.  

Since 1988, Dr. Lisante he has been a 
leader in alternative education. He has served 
as a teacher, assistant principal, and principal 
at the schools on Rikers Island. 

Dr. Lisante is a member of the NYS 
Alternative Education Steering Committee, 
the NYS Alcohol & Substance Abuse 
Providers Youth Committee and the NYC 
Juvenile Justice Advisory Board. He is the 
Correctional Education Association’s Jails 
Education Chairperson and is a member of 
the Mayor’s School Climate & Discipline 
Committee.    

Dr. Lisante also is an adjunct assistant 
professor teaching graduate courses in  
special education at the City University of 
New York (CUNY) at Brooklyn College and 
Education Leadership courses at the Center 
for Integrated Teacher Education (CITE) at 
the College of Saint Rose.

Rachel Lloyd
In 1998, Rachel Lloyd founded Girls 
Educational and Mentoring Services (GEMS). 
She was driven by the lack of services for 

commercially 
sexually exploited 
and domestically 
trafficked girls and 
young women  
and the incredible 
stigma and punish-
ment they faced 
from service  

providers, law enforcement, the courts, their 
families and society. Twenty years later,  
her impact on the issue of commercial sexual 

exploitation and domestic trafficking has 
helped shift the perception of trafficked girls 
from criminals to victims and now to survi-
vors and leaders. GEMS is now the largest 
service provider of its kind in the nation 
providing intensive services and support.

Rachel’s advocacy ensured the passage  
of New York State’s Safe Harbour for Sexually 
Exploited Children Act, which in 2008 
became the first law in the nation to protect 
and not punish trafficked and exploited 
youth. Since then 13 other states have fol-
lowed suit.

Nationally recognized for her innovative 
work in transforming the movement’s under-
standing of survivor leadership, she continues 
to pave the way for survivor leaders across 
the country. She was honored as one of the 
“50 Women Who Change the World” by  
Ms. Magazine and recognized with numerous 
awards. Rachel received her Bachelor’s 
degree in Psychology from Marymount 
Manhattan College and her Master’s in 
Applied Urban Anthropology from the City 
College of New York.

Beatriz Luna, PhD
Beatriz Luna, PhD is the Staunton professor  
of Psychiatry and Pediatrics and Professor  
of Psychology at the University of Pittsburgh. 

She is the founder 
and Director of  
the Laboratory for 
Neurocognitive 
Development, as 
well as the founder 
and president of 
the Flux Society for 
Developmental 

Cognitive Neuroscience.
Dr. Luna studies the brain mechanisms 

that underlie cognitive development during 
the adolescent period to inform decision- 
making and vulnerability to the emergence of 
mental illness. Her research uses multimodal 
neuroimaging methods that probe brain 
function, structure, network organization, 
and neurotransmitter functions. Her findings 
have led to an influential model of adolescent 
development indicating that the brain sys-
tems supporting executive processes are 
available by adolescence, but are driven by 
neural processes supporting motivation. Her 



model emphasizes that adolescence is a 
critical period of brain specialization in which 
adult modes of operation are established.  
Dr. Luna has published over a hundred 
peer-reviewed articles, review papers and 
chapters. She has received numerous 
awards, notably the Presidential Early Career 
Award in Science and Engineering. Her 
research has been continuously supported 
by the National Institutes of Mental Health, 
and has informed US Supreme Court briefs 
regarding extended sentencing in the juvenile 
justice system.

Yamile M. Martí Haidar, PhD, 
LMSW, MA
Yamile M. Martí Haidar, PhD, LMSW, MA, has 
been teaching at Columbia School of Social 
Work since 2011. She has worked at the indi-

vidual, community 
and policy levels 
and within mental 
health organiza-
tions, schools, 
community centers, 
and government 
agencies. Her 
clinical experience 

ranges from issues of substance abuse,  
the child welfare system, therapy and group 
work with families and children, in the  
public-school system, with cancer patients, 
abused women and abused/neglected 
children, among others.

Dr. Martí has conducted research on the 
implementation and evaluation of a teacher 
training intervention for empowerment, as 
well as, a community empowerment inter-
vention in Puerto Rico. She has collaborated 
in a five-year randomized control trial funded 
by the National Institute of Mental Health 
designed to compare the effectiveness of 
Interpersonal therapy versus Complicated 
Grief treatment. Dr. Martí collaborated in a 
psycho-education intervention for young 
women who are pregnant and in foster care 
and conducted a qualitative study on the 
experiences of foster care mothers. Dr. Martí’s 
research areas include the development of 
resiliency and coping skills for children and 
women in crisis or facing adversity, the imple-
mentation and evaluation of interventions 

that promote positive mental health in chil-
dren and women and the role of psychosocial 
and cultural factors on mental health.

Dr. Martí has served as a consultant for 
UNICEF and has taken part in several projects 
internationally in Jordan, Cuba and Chile.

Bruce McEwen, PhD
McEwen (PhD, Cell Biology, 1964, Rockefeller 
University) is a member of the National 
Academies of Sciences and Medicine. He was 

President of the 
Society for 
Neuroscience in 
1997–98. His labora-
tory discovered 
adrenal steroid 
receptors in hippo-
campus that pro-
vided a gateway to 

the ongoing discovery that circulating stress, 
sex and other hormones affect cognition, 
mood and other neural processes and that 
there is structural and functional plasticity of 
the adult as well as developing brain. As a 
member of the MacArthur Foundation 
Research Network on Socioeconomic Status 
and Health, he helped to formulate concepts 
of “allostatic load and overload”. He is a 
member of the National Scientific Council on 
the Developing Child which focuses on 
biological embedding of early life experi-
ences and promoting healthy brain develop-
ment. He is the co-author of a book with 
science writer, Elizabeth Lasley, for a lay 
audience called “The End of Stress as We 
Know It”, available as an eBook.

Hon. Edwina G. Mendelson
In 2017, Deputy Chief Administrative Judge 
Mendelson was appointed to head the newly 
expanded Office for Justice Initiatives, which 

is tasked with 
ensuring meaning-
ful access to justice 
for all New Yorkers 
in civil, criminal and 
family courts, 
regardless of 
income, back-
ground, or special 

needs. She directs several court initiatives, 
including the implementation of the new law 
raising the age of criminal responsibility in 
New York State.



Judge Mendelson also presides over the 
Youth Part in NY County Supreme Court, 
where she hears cases of children charged 
with violent felonies under the Juvenile 
Offender law. Judge Mendelson was the first 
staff attorney of the Sanctuary for Families 
Center for Battered Women’s Legal Services. 
She became a Family Court Judge in 2003, a 
Queens County Supervising Family Court 
Judge in 2008, and a year later, she was ele-
vated to Administrative Judge of all New York 
City Family Courts.

Susan Morley
Susan Morley is the Senior Advisor for 
Investigations to the Commissioner of New 
York City’s Administration for Children’s 

Services (ACS) 
since 2006. She 
developed and 
oversees the 
Investigative 
Consultation 
Program where 
retired NYPD 
Detectives assist 

CPS on complex cases. She also oversees the 
Instant Response Team Program where ACS 
and NYPD respond jointly on the most seri-
ous cases and has led the Child Trafficking 
work at ACS. Prior to her assignment to ACS 
she was the Commanding Officer of the New 
York City Police Department’s Special Victims 
Division where she was responsible for sex 
crimes and child abuse investigations city-
wide. She spent 21 years on the NYPD with  
the majority of her work supervising sex 
crimes and child abuse investigations. She 
also commanded the NYPD Special Victims 
Liaison Unit where she worked on many 
policies, laws and trainings to improve the 
City’s response to child abuse and sex crimes 
investigations. She was instrumental in the 
development of the co-located Child 
Advocacy Centers in New York City and  
one of the original authors of the Instant 
Response Team Protocol. She is a graduate  
of John Jay College, the FBI’s National 
Academy and Columbia University’s School 

of Business, Police Management Institute. 
Susan has been honored for her work to help 
victims by Mount Sinai’s Sexual Assault and 
Violence Intervention program, St. Luke’s 
Rape Crisis program and is a recipient of the 
Commissioner’s Child Advocacy Award.

Katherine E. Mullen, Esq.
Katherine “Cait” Mullen is an attorney with 
the Juvenile Rights Practice of The Legal Aid 
Society in New York City, the nation’s largest 

and oldest provider 
of legal services. 
The Juvenile Rights 
Practice represents 
children and youth 
who appear before 
the New York City 
Family Court in 
abuse, neglect, 

juvenile delinquency and other proceedings 
affecting children’s rights and welfare. In 
addition to providing direct representation to 
youth in Family Court proceedings, Cait has 
been involved in legislative reform and advo-
cacy for commercially sexually exploited 
youth. Cait was instrumental in the drafting 
and passage of the Safe Harbor Act, the first 
law in the United States to protect the 
domestic child victims of commercial sexual 
exploitation. Cait is a member of numerous 
task forces on sexually exploited youth, and 
works on legislative reform with advocacy 
groups nationwide. In recognition of her 
work, Cait received the Outstanding Legal 
Advocate of 2007 award from the National 
Association of Counsel for Children (NACC.) 
Cait has conducted numerous training  
sessions nationwide on the representation of 
sexually exploited youth, and has frequently 
provided expert testimony to the New York 
State Assembly and Senate, and the New 
York City Council. Cait has been a faculty 
presenter at several NACC National Child 
Welfare, Juvenile and Family Law 
Conferences; faculty presenter at National 
Juvenile Defender Summits; the Yale Law 
School Rebellious Lawyering Conference 
reblaw 2103; and the Freedom Network 11th 
Annual Conference. With Rachel Lloyd, she is 
co-author of a chapter in The Lawyer’s Manual 
on Human Trafficking, published in 2011.



Julie Novak
Julie Novak has served as Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of America’s leading expert on child 
safety and youth protection for the past 

thirteen years, 
leading the nation-
wide advancement 
of effective child 
abuse prevention 
strategies across 
2,000 communities. 
She’s provided 
training and con-

sultation to thousands of professionals. She 
serves as a National Board Member of the 
U.S. Center for Safe Sport and as President  
of the National Coalition to Prevent Child 
Sexual Abuse & Exploitation. She’s served  
on advisory groups for the National Center 
for Missing & Exploited Children and Vice 
President Biden’s Gun Violence Task Force,  
in addition to serving in numerous interna-
tional, national, statewide and local leader-
ship and advisory capacities. She holds a BBA 
in Economics with a focus on public policy 
from the University of Iowa. She lives with  
her husband and two dogs on a horse ranch 
in Wisconsin, where they raised their three 
successful daughters.

Hara Ntalla, MSEd/CSE, LP, LP
Hara Ntalla, Clinical Director at the Seleni 
Institute — a global nonprofit organization 
dedicated to supporting the emotional 

health of individu-
als and families  
during the family 
building years.

Mrs. Ntalla  
is a graduate of  
the adult psycho-
analysis LP Program 
and an advanced 

candidate at the Training Institute of the 
Contemporary Freudian Society of New York. 
As a psychoanalyst, she brings an expertise in 
infant-family mental health and development, 
depression, anxiety, loss and grief.

Mrs. Ntalla has worked with women, men 
and their families and specializes on dyadic 
work, child and adult attachment disorders, 
couple’s therapy, and early trauma. She also 
treats patients with a wide range of mental 
health challenges, including anxiety, addic-
tions, and psychosomatic disorders. She has 

been a clinical education professor at 
Brooklyn College’s Early Childhood and Art 
Education Department for 12 years and worked 
in the Early Intervention and Early Childhood 
Special Education fields for over 15 years.

Anne Nucci-Sack, MD
As a board certified physician in Pediatrics 
and Adolescent Medicine and Medical 
Director at Mount Sinai Adolescent Health 

Center (MSAHC), 
Dr. Nucci-Sack  
has over 30 years  
of experience  
(15 at MSAHC) in 
Pediatrics and 
Adolescent 
Medicine as a 
clinician, adminis-

trator and clinician educator. Dr. Nucci-Sack 
received her MD from New York Medical 
College and did her Pediatric Residency 
training at Jacobi Medical Center and the 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine and her 
Adolescent Medicine Fellowship training at 
Montefiore Hospital — both in the Bronx.  
Prior to joining the MSAHC, Dr. Nucci-Sack 
served as the Director of Adolescent 
Medicine at Bronx-Lebanon Hospital Center 
from 1992–2002 and was also the Associate 
Chair of Pediatrics from 1998–2002.

Dr. Nucci- Sack continues to provide 
comprehensive medical, sexual and repro-
ductive health care services to inner-city 
adolescents. Her focus is on quality of care 
and excellence in clinical service. Dr. Nucci-
Sack is also keenly interested in integration of 
research into day to day practice. Dr. Nucci-
Sack has served as a Co-I on the MSAHC HPV 
study and has contributed to its success in 
meeting study aims. 

Ana Oliveira, MA 
Ana Oliveira is President and CEO of The New 
York Women’s Foundation, the largest wom
en’s fund in the country. Since 2006, Ana has 

led the increase of 
The Foundation’s 
grantmaking from 

$1.7M to $8M today. 
Focusing on eco-
nomic security, 
safety and health, 
in 31 years, The 
Foundation has 



distributed over $66 million to over 350 
organizations. Ana has led critical cross- 
sectoral partnerships to advance women’s 
rights as a proud co-chair of The New York 
City Council Speaker’s Young Women’s 
Initiative and a Commissioner of Human 
Rights for the NYC Commission on Human 
Rights. She also sits on the Independent 
Commission to Study Criminal Justice Reform 
in NYC. She has held key roles as a CEO of  
the Gay Men’s Health Crisis, VP of Programs at 
Osborne Association, and Lincoln Medical 
and Mental Health Center Substance Abuse 
Clinic. Ana attained her MA in Medical 
Anthropology and a PhD (hon) from the New 
School for Social Research.

Alpana Patel, LCSW, MA 
Alpana Patel, LCSW, MA, is Program Coordinator 
and Clinician for the Mount Sinai SAVI Program 
based at Elmhurst Hospital where she pro-

vides services for 
survivors of sexual 
assault, child  
sexual abuse, 
human trafficking, 
and intimate  
partner violence.  
Alpana has an MSW 
from Columbia 

University and an MA in Sustainable International 
Development from Brandeis University. She 
has also completed post graduate training  
in Integrative Trauma Studies at the National 
Institute of Psychotherapy. She has substantial 
experience working on issues of gender-based 
violence in the United States and abroad, has 
been working in the anti-violence field for 
more than 10 years, and is fluent in the South 
Asian languages of Hindi, Urdu, and Gujarati.

Ken Peake, DSW 
Ken Peake is Chief Operating Officer and 
Assistant Director, Mount Sinai Adolescent 
Health Center (MSAHC) in New York City, the 

largest freestand-
ing, comprehensive 
adolescent-specific 
health center in the 
U.S. Dr. Peake was 
MSAHC’s Director of 
Mental Health from 
1990 until 2002  
and is an Assistant 

Professor in the Icahn School of Medicine  

at Mount Sinai.  He has his Master’s Degree in 
Social Work from Hunter College and his 
Doctorate in Social Welfare from the Graduate 
Center at the City University of New York.

 Dr. Peake has numerous peer reviewed 
publications and book chapters related to 
the well-being of inner city adolescents, as 
well as to organizational learning and capac-
ity building. His book, co-written with other 
Mount Sinai Adolescent Health Center  
staff, What Kids Need to talk About (Haworth 
Press, 2006), is a series of studies of the envi-
ronmental and behavioral factors that affect 
adolescents and their health, along with 
engagement strategies in mental health.

John Pickett, MSW 
John Pickett has been the Senior Director of 
Safe Horizon’s Manhattan Child Advocacy 
Center’s for the last four years and Director  

of Forensic and 
Clinical Services for 
the five years prior. 
He holds a Master’s 
degree in Forensic 
Psychology and a 
Master’s in Social 
Work. He has 
twenty years of 

diverse practice in the social service field, 
both local and abroad. It includes a myriad of 
experiences as a leader, trainer, forensic 
interviewer, and clinician specializing in the 
areas of child abuse and trauma. 

Malva Rabinowitz
Malva Rabinowitz is a retired senior partner 
(principal) of Deloitte Consulting LLP with  
40 years of leadership and consulting experi-

ence including 
board, manage-
ment and client 
service. She has 
deep experience 
working with  
organizations in 
transition and 
strategic business 

planning and is a certified executive coach. 
She has testified as an expert witness in  
reorganization litigation. 

Ms. Rabinowitz serves as President, Mount 
Sinai Adolescent Health Center Advisory 
Board and on the Boards of American Heart 
Association NYC and Global Business 



Coalition on Health (GBCHealth) and chair of 
GBCHealth Audit and Finance Committee. 
She served on the Boards of Deloitte & 
Touche USA, Deloitte Consulting Holdings 
USA, Xavier University and the Supervisory 
Board of DCG SC. 

Malva earned Masters of Engineering and 
Bachelor of Science degrees in Management 
Engineering and Bachelor of Science in 
Anthropology & Sociology from Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute. She is married and has 
three adult children. 

Laura B. Riso, MA
Victim Specialist Laura Riso began her career 
with the Federal Bureau of Investigation in 
1998 and has been serving in her current 

position in the New 
York Field Office 
since 2006. Ms. 
Riso provides 
direct assistance to 
federal and local 
crime victims who 
have suffered 
direct or threat-

ened physical, emotional, psychological, or 
pecuniary harm as the result of violent crime, 
severe trauma, and acts of terrorism, cyber-
crime, and fraud. She provides comprehen-
sive services to victims with special needs 
such as children, the elderly, victims with 
physical or cognitive disabilities, sexual 
assault survivors, and linguistic and cultural 
minorities. Victim Specialist Laura Riso 
earned her BA in Psychology from New York 
University and her MA in Forensic Psychology 
from John Jay College of Criminal Justice.

Janet F. Rosenzweig MS, PhD, MPA
Dr. Rosenzweig has served for more than  
30 years in public and non-profit human 
services, focusing on child and family wellbeing 

with a specialty in 
child sexual abuse. 
Rosenzweig holds a 
BS in Family Studies 
and an MS in Health 
Education from 
The Pennsylvania 
State University, a 
PhD in Social Work 

from Rutgers University and an MPA from 
Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government. 

She is currently the Executive Director of The 
American Professional Society on the Abuse 
of Children (APSAC) and a lecturer at The Fels 
Institute of Government at the University of 
Pennsylvania. She is committed to promoting 
policies and practices that promote sexual 
health and safety, with a special focus on 
supporting parents to be the primary sexual-
ity educators of their children and has 
authored The Sex-Wise Parent (Skyhorse 2012) 
and The Parents Guide to Talking about Sex 
(Skyhorse 2015).

Richard Rothman, Esq.
Richard Rothman is Senior Counsel of Weil, 
Gotshal & Manges. For more than 35 years, he 
has successfully litigated and tried his clients’ 

most complex 
disputes in courts 
and arbitrations 
around the country. 
Mr. Rothman has 
long been recog-
nized as a leading 
litigator by legal 
and media publica-

tions, including Benchmark Litigation, The Best 
Lawyers in America, and The Legal 500 US.

He is the lead author and editor of 
Litigating Complex Cases: From the Inside 
and Out, and numerous articles. Throughout 
his career, he has served in leadership roles 
of various public service organizations, 
including as President of the Second Circuit’s 
Federal Bar Foundation; Chairman of the 
Federal Bar Council’s Second Circuit Courts 
and Public Service Committees; President of 
Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts; and Trustee 
and Counsel to the Board of the American 
Red Cross of Greater New York. He currently 
serves as a Vice-Chair of the Board of Graham 
Windham, the nation’s most long-standing 
non-sectarian child welfare agency. 

Rich now devotes much of his time to 
public interest work, including advising 
non-profit organizations and assisting victims 
of domestic violence and human trafficking, 
disadvantaged children, and incarcerated 
women and men. Rich serves as Co-Chair of 
the Gender Violence Survivors Initiative. His 
writing on an array of subjects can be found 
at http://www.richrothman.com/.



Joanna Rubinstein, DDS, PhD
In 2015, Dr. Rubinstein was appointed 
President & CEO of World Childhood 
Foundation (WCF) USA. Before joining WCF, 

Dr. Rubinstein held 
leadership roles for 
a decade at the 
Earth Institute (EI) 
of Columbia 
University (CU) and 
at the United 
Nations. As Chief of 
Staff to Prof. Jeffrey 

Sachs, she helped develop and lead a pleth-
ora of innovative initiatives in health, educa-
tion and sustainable development, and was 
instrumental in the development the UN 
Sustainable Development Solutions Network. 
Currently, Dr. Rubinstein serves on several 
international boards and committees, includ-
ing the End Violence Partnership, the 
UNWTO’s Network on Child Protection in 
Travel and Tourism, and the Early Childhood 
Development & Peace Building Consortium. 
She is a former member of the World 
Economic Forum Global Agenda Council. 
Dr. Rubinstein was the Senior Associate  
Dean for Institutional and Global Initiatives at 
the Columbia University Medical Center 
(2002–2005), the Director for Research and 
Postgraduate Education at the Karolinska 
Institute (KI), Sweden (1999–2002), and a 
director at Sweden’s Medical Research 
Council (1997–1999). She is trained as a DDS 
and holds a PhD and is an Associate Professor 
in cell and molecular biology from KI.

Jeffrey D. Sachs, PhD 
Jeffrey D. Sachs is a world-renowned profes-
sor of economics, leader in sustainable 
development, senior UN advisor, bestselling 

author, and syndi-
cated columnist 
whose monthly 
newspaper col-
umns appear in 
more than 100 
countries. He is the 
co-recipient of the 
2015 Blue Planet 

Prize, the leading global prize for environmen-
tal leadership. He has twice been named 
among Time magazine’s 100 most influential 
world leaders. He was called by the New York 
Times, “probably the most important 

economist in the world,” and by Time maga-
zine “the world’s best known economist.” A 
recent survey by The Economist ranked Professor 
Sachs as among the world’s three most influ-
ential living economists of the past decade.

Professor Sachs serves as the Director of 
the Center for Sustainable Development at 
Columbia University. He is University 
Professor at Columbia University, the univer-
sity’s highest academic rank. During 2002 to 
2016 he served as the Director of the Earth 
Institute. Sachs is Special Advisor to United 
Nations Secretary-General António Guterres 
on the Sustainable Development Goals, and 
previously advised UN Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon on both the Sustainable Development 
Goals and Millennium Development Goals 
and UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan on the 
Millennium Development Goals. He is a 
Distinguished Fellow of the International 
Institute of Applied Systems Analysis in 
Laxenburg, Austria.

Sachs is currently Director of the UN 
Sustainable Development Solutions Network 
under the auspices of UN Secretary-General 
António Guterres, and a Commissioner of the 
ITU/UNESCO Broadband Commission for 
Development. He is Chair and Founder of 
SDG USA, a non-governmental initiative to 
promote the Sustainable Development Goal 
concepts in the United States. Sachs is also 
co-founder and Chief Strategist of Millennium 
Promise Alliance, and was director of the 
Millennium Villages Project (2005–2015).

Winette Saunders, MA 
For the past twenty four years, Winette 
Saunders has worked in the fields of higher 
education and social services within city 

government and 
the non-profit 
arena. Currently, 
she serves  
as the Deputy 
Commissioner for 
Youthful Offender 
Programming at 
the New York City 

Department of Correction. She joined NYC 
DOC in October 2007. At this present time, 
she co-leads the reform efforts for this target 



population. Her role in the transformation of 
the agency has lead to the end of punitive 
segregation, increased programming, and 
reentry services for incarcerated youth 
between the ages of 16–21. Her achievements 
in this field have been highlighted by several 
media outlets including but not limited to the 
NY Times, NY Daily News, WPIX 11, and Fox 5. 
Over the last ten years, her responsibilities 
included assessing and strengthening the 
programmatic infrastructure for the inmate 
population as well as manage the develop-
ment, implementation, and operation of the 
Department’s discharge planning efforts. 
Prior to joining NYC DOC, she was responsible 
for identifying policy barriers and making 
policy recommendations to the Mayor 
Bloomberg administration. Prior to this role, 
she served as an Assistant Director of 
Hospitals on Rikers Island where she man-
aged a component of the Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene’s discharge plan-
ning program for the forensic mentally ill 
population. She has also held positions as a 
Psychiatric Social Worker at Housing Works 
and an adjunct faculty member at CUNY’s 
John Jay College of Criminal Justice, City 
University of New York’s New York City 
Technical College, and the College of New 
Rochelle. She received a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Psychology with a minor in African 
Studies from the State University of New  
York at Stony Brook and a Master’s Degree in 
Psychology from Long Island University. 

Michael Sheldrick 
Michael Sheldrick is Vice President of Global 
Policy and Government Affairs at Global 
Citizen, where he oversees international 

advocacy cam-
paigns in support 
of universal sanita-
tion, access to 
education, gender 
equality and polio 
eradication.

Michael over-
sees the policy 

direction of the renowned Global Citizen 
Festival and has worked on several cam-
paigns in North America, Europe, India and 

Australia. He has worked with artists, heads 
of government and philanthropists including 
Rihanna, Beyoncé, Usher, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi of India, Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau of Canada and former Australian 
Prime Minister Julia Gillard. He has been 
instrumental in mobilising political and public 
support for the Sustainable Development Goals.

Michael’s writing on these topics has been 
published by the Guardian, Huffington Post, 
The Diplomatic Courier, The Diplomat 
Magazine, The South China Morning Post, The 
West Australian, Fairfax Media and he has 
been interviewed by Sky News, Forbes 
Magazine, VICE Impact, The New Yorker, ABC 
and the BBC, among others. He holds degrees 
in law and political science from the University 
of Western Australia, was 2013 Young Western 
Australian of the Year, and has previously 
been listed by The Sunday Times as one of 
WA’s 50 Best and Brightest. In 2017, Michael 
was named by the Secretary-General of the 
Commonwealth as a finalist for Young 
Commonwealth Person of the Year. He is  
also an Alternate Board Member of the Ban 
Ki-Moon Centre for Global Citizens. Over the 
last 7 years, and with the support of many  
of you in the room tonight, Global Citizens’ 
worldwide campaigning efforts have resulted 
in $35BN of commitments that have already 
impacted the lives of 648 million people and 
are set to affect the lives of an additional 1.1 
billion by the year 2030.

Ashley Smith Juarez 
Ashley Smith Juarez serves as the Clinton 
Health Matters Initiative National Director for 
Community Health overseeing work to 

improve health and 
wellbeing in com-
munities across  
the US. As an 
operating founda-
tion, The Clinton 
Foundation works 
on issues directly 
or with strategic 

partners from the business, government, and 
nonprofit sectors to create economic oppor-
tunity, improve public health, and inspire 
civic engagement and service. Prior to joining 
the Foundation, Ashley served as Executive 
Director of The Chartrand Foundation, 
improving Early Childhood through grade 12 



public education. After graduating with 
honors from Vanderbilt University, Ashley 
worked in teaching and dropout prevention. 
She is a three-time recipient of the Jesse Ball 
DuPont excellence in teaching award, has 
been named Elected Official of the year by 
Mental Health America of Northeast Florida, 
Public Official of the year by Children’s Home 
Society and is a recipient of the Carol Brady 
Community Leadership Award for efforts in 
advancing maternal and child health. Ashley 
serves on the board of Florida Philanthropic 
Network, the Emily Balz Smith Foundation and 
is a member of the Duval County School Board.

Carol Smolenski, MPhil 
Carol Smolenski is Executive Director and one 
of the founders of ECPAT-USA, a children’s 
rights organization that has worked for the 

protection of chil-
dren from com-
mercial sexual 
exploitation since 
1991. She is a long 
time nationally 
recognized expert 
on the issue of 
commercial sexual 

exploitation of children. At ECPAT-USA she has 
developed project against the trafficking of 
children in New York City, Mexico, Belize and 
Brazil. She has been named a subject matter 
expert on sexual exploitation of children for 
the Dept. of Health and Human Services 
Family and Youth Services Bureau and the 
Runaway and Homeless Training and 
Technical Assistant Center. She was named a 
member of the National Advisory Committee 
on the Sex Trafficking of Children and Youth 
in the United States. She is a winner of New 
York’s Union Square Award. She is honored 
to be included in the New York New 
Abolitionists book. She has presented testi-
mony in venues ranging from the New York 
City Council to the United States Congress to 
the United Nations. She is frequently quoted 
in media reports about child trafficking.  She 
has a Masters degree in Urban Planning from 
Hunter College and an M.Phil. degree from 
Columbia University.

John B. Steever, MD
Dr. John Steever graduated the George 
Washington University Medical School in 
Washington DC. He completed an Internship, 

Residency and 
Fellowship in 
Pediatrics and 
Adolescent 
Medicine at 
Childrens Hospital 
Los Angeles in 1999. 
His training has 
focused on provid-

ing medical services to “high risk” youth 
including LGBT clients and those affected by 
HIV/AIDS. Dr Steever has been providing 
puberty suppression and cross gender hor-
mones to youth at the Mount Sinai Adolescent 
Health Center in New York since 2013. He 
currently works at the Adolescent Health 
Center at Mount Sinai Medical Center in 
Manhattan, New York as an Assistant Professor 
of Pediatrics. Dr. Steever strives to provide 
high quality health care to underserved youth 
in the New York Metropolitan area. He has 
written several articles on transgender medi-
cal care and is a member of the Mount Sinai 
Center for Transgender Medicine and Surgery.

Howard Taylor, PhD
Howard Taylor is Executive Director of the 
Global Partnership to End Violence Against 
Children, a UN-hosted initiative to end all 

forms of violence 
against every child,  
wherever in the 
world they live. 

Howard is pas-
sionate about posi-
tive social change 
at scale. He has 
lived and worked  

in Africa, Asia, Europe and the US, where he  
has led a global corporate foundation,  
established a creative social enterprise, and 
built government teams — all to measurably 
improve the lives of millions of people. 

As Vice-President and Managing Director 
of the Nike Foundation, Howard led the 
development and delivery of the Foundation’s 
strategy, programs, partnerships and advo-
cacy. He was the driving force behind the 
successful spin-out of Girl Effect as an inde-
pendent, creative social business that uses 



branded mass and social media, technology 
and data to change behaviors and tackle 
negative social norms. 

Prior to Nike, Howard held senior roles  
across the UK Government, including at the 
Department for International Development 
(DFID), Cabinet Office and Foreign Office. He 
was Chief of Staff to two Secretaries of State 
for International Development, and led  
DFID’s largest country programs, in India and 
Ethiopia. In Ethiopia, he co-chaired the 
Development Assistance Group, responsible 
for coordinating the most impactful invest-
ment of over $3 billion/year of official devel-
opment assistance to Ethiopia.

 Howard is on the European Board of 
Mercy Corps. He is married with two children, 
and enjoys sports, music, politics, and  
pursuing inspirational ideas that can change 
the world.

Martin H. Teicher, MD, PhD
Martin H. Teicher is Director of the 
Developmental Biopsychiatry Research 
Program at McLean Hospital and Associate 

Professor of 
Psychiatry at 
Harvard Medical 
School. The pri-
mary mission of Dr. 
Teicher’s research 
programs is to 
improve the life of 
children, adoles-

cents and adults by exploring the etiology 
and treatment of psychiatric disorders that 
arise during development. He has pioneered 
research on the effects of childhood mal-
treatment on brain development, identified 
sensitive exposure periods when brain 
regions are most vulnerable, helped bring 
into focus the importance of emotional 
abuse and advanced the argument that 
maltreated and non-maltreated individuals 
with the same primary psychiatric diagnosis 
are clinically, neurobiologically and geneti-
cally distinct. Dr. Teicher is currently a mem-
ber of the Editorial Boards of BMC Medicine 
and the Journal of Child Psychology and 
Psychiatry, scientific advisor to the Juvenile 
Bipolar Research Foundation, and member of 
the Board of Children, Youth and Families of 
the U.S. National Academies of Sciences, 
Engineering and Medicine. He has received 30 
years of funding from the National Institute  

of Health, has authored over 200 articles and 
holds 18 U.S. patents primarily for diagnostic 
technology and pharmaceutical agents.

Cathy Spatz Widom, PhD
Cathy Spatz Widom, PhD,is a Distinguished 
Professor in the Psychology Department at 
John Jay College and a member of the 

Graduate Center 
faculty, City 
University of New 
York. She is an 
elected fellow of 
the American 
Psychological 
Association, 
American Psycho-

pathological Association, and American 
Society of Criminology. She served on the 
Institute of Medicine Committee on Child 
Maltreatment Research, Policy, and Practice 
for the Next Decade and on the Committee 
on Law and Justice at the Commission on 
Behavioral and Social Sciences at the National 
Research Council. She has received numer-
ous awards for her research, including the 
Sutherland Award (2013) and the Stockholm 
Prize in Criminology (2016). Widom and  
her colleagues have published over 140 
scholarly papers and book chapters on the 
long-term consequences of childhood abuse 
(physical and sexual) and neglect, including 
two articles in Science (1989 and 2015). Dr. 
Widom received her PhD in psychology from 
Brandeis University.

Audrey Wilson, MPA 
Audrey Wilson is the Senior Director of pro-
grams for the New York City Department of 
Probation (DOP) Juvenile Operations.As 

Senior Director she 
oversees the effec-
tive management 
and delivery of 
citywide programs. 
Audrey began her 
career as a proba-
tion officer and was 
promoted through 

the ranks, serving as Director of Special 
Programs and New Initiatives, Acting Assistant 
Commissioner for Juvenile Operations, and 
the Executive Assistant to the Associate 
Commissioner of Juvenile Operations. Audrey’s 
deep understanding of the connection 



between individual outcomes, community 
conditions, and support has led to the design 
and implementation of several programs  
at DOP. Audrey holds a Bachelor of Arts in 
American Studies State University of New York 
(SUNY) Old Westbury College and a Master’s 
in Public Administration from Metropolitan 
College of New York.

Veronica Zeitlin, JD 
Veronica Zeitlin is a Senior Counter-Trafficking 
and Gender Adviser in USAID’s Center of 
Excellence for Democracy, Human Rights,  

and Governance. 
She leads the 
coordination of 
Agency-wide 
efforts to combat 
human trafficking 
and address migra-
tion challenges. 
Highlights of her 

work at USAID include coordinating and 
leading the development of USAID’s Counter-
Trafficking in Persons (C-TIP) Policy, which 
outlined concrete and measurable objectives 
to revitalize and unify the Agency’s C-TIP 
approach; providing technical assistance to 
USAID’s overseas Missions on the design, 
management, and evaluation of C-TIP and 
migration programs; developing and deliver-
ing training to increase the Agency’s institu-
tional accountability to combat trafficking; 
conducting program evaluations and collab-
orating with research experts and other U.S. 
Government and external partners to identify 
best practices to combat trafficking. 

Prior to joining USAID, Ms. Zeitlin worked  
at the State Department’s Office to Monitor 
and Combat Trafficking in Persons, where  
she monitored human trafficking in more 
than 20 countries at a time though frequent 
in-country assessments and literature 
reviews; collaborated with foreign govern-
ment officials and civil society activists to 
combat trafficking; and drafted country 
narratives for the State Department’s annual 
Trafficking in Persons Report. Before working 
at State, Veronica was a consultant for USAID, 
UNICEF, and Refugees International. Prior to 
transitioning to the public sector, Veronica 
practiced law at Hughes Hubbard & Reed in 
New York. She holds a BA in Anthropology 
from Columbia University and a JD from the 
University of Virginia.



ACCREDITATION 

The Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
is accredited by the Accreditation Council for 
Continuing Medical Education to provide 
Continuing Medical Education for physicians.

 

CREDIT DESIGNATION 

The Icahn School of Medicine at Mount  
Sinai designates this live activity for a maxi-
mum of 14.0 AMA PRA Category 1 CreditsTM. 
Physicians should claim only the credit  
commensurate with the extent of their par-
ticipation in the activity.

 

SOCIAL WORKERS 

Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, 
Department of Social Work Services is  
recognized by the New York State Education 
Department’s State Board for Social Work  
as an approved provider of continuing edu-
cation for licensed social workers #SW-0079 
and designates this live in-person educa-
tional activity for 6.5 continuing education 
contact hours for each conference day. 
Participants must attend an entire confer-
ence day and submit all required documents 
in order to earn the full amount of CEs for  
the conference day (i.e., complete sign-ins 
and survey). No partial CE can be given. 
Participants who attend both conference 
days and submit all required documents will 
receive 13.0 continuing education contact 
hours.

 

VERIFICATION OF ATTENDANCE 

Verification of attendance will be provided to 
all professionals.





Mount Sinai Adolescent 
Health Center

WHO WE ARE

Since 1968 we have been New York City’s 
largest provider of comprehensive,  
free health and wellness services for 
youth ages 10–24. We are a national leader 
in training adolescent medicine and 
psychology specialists and conducting 
studies on adolescent health and well-
ness issues.

WHO WE SERVE

• 11,000 patients each year 

• 70% have no health insurance 

• 98% come from low-income families 

• 92% are young people of color

WHAT WE DO

•  Free primary, sexual and reproductive,  
dental and optical, and mental  
healthcare for young people ages 10–24

•  Free prescriptions and eye glasses

•  Services for LGBQ and transgender  
youth, teen parents, and trauma survivors

•  HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment

•  Substance abuse prevention and treatment

•  Six in-school, full service clinics across  
New York City

•  Nutrition and wellness services

•  Legal and entitlement services 

www.teenhealthcare.org

World Childhood  
Foundation, USA

World Childhood Foundation (WCF) 
envisions a world where all children are 
free from violence, sexual abuse, and 
exploitation. Founded in 1999 by  
H.M. Queen Silvia of Sweden, WCF  
supports the development of solutions  
to prevent and address violence,  
defend children’s rights, and promote 
better living conditions for children.

A United Nations accredited NGO,  
WCF raises awareness about child sexual 
abuse through programmatic support, 
global advocacy initiative #EyesWideOpen 
(co-founded by H.R.H. Princess Madeleine) 
and high-level meetings with government, 
academic, civil society, and private  
sector leaders. 

In 2016, the WCF served over 73,000 
clients—both directly and indirectly— 
in the United States alone and launched  
the Stewards of Children Prevention 
Toolkit mobile app (www.socapp.org)  
in partnership with DarknesstoLight and 
Ericsson. Childhood USA is a board  
member of the Global Partnership to  
End Violence Against Children.

www.childhood-usa.org

 


